
Children of St. Martha Elementary School Council 

MEETING MINUTES 

Remote Meeting via Google Meet, March 16th, 2022, 6:00pm 

In attendance: Shannon Collier, Janet Clamp, Joanne Collier, Tricia Doherty,  
Lindsay Spadavecchia, Jennifer O’Neill, Jessica Herbst 

 

1. Call to Order, Land Acknowledgement, and Opening Prayer 
 

2. Review of Agenda – no additions 
 

3. Reports 
a. Principal’s Report (see Appendix A) 
 
b. Teacher’s Report (see Appendix B)  
 
c. Religious Education Report  
- Discussing sacraments for upcoming year. Theme 3 in religion corresponds with health section. 
Liturgies will be held every Wednesday during Lent, with Mass April 14th for the whole school at 
the church.  
 
d. Trustee’s Report (Feb 2022: Holy Spirit Catholic Schools Board Meeting Brief), next Board 
meeting is on March 23rd, 2022 
- question regarding board support for creation of societies by school councils. Trustee Doherty 
confirmed the board is supportive of councils creating societies for fundraising purposes for 
their schools.  
 
e. School Council 2021-2022 Financial Report (see Appendix C) 
 
Old Business  
a. Read-a-Thon: $1520 raised through the read-a-thon, our gain will be around $1300. Good 
response, down from previous year but still strongest fundraiser of the year for the school.  
 

4. New Business 
 
a. Proposed change to school council bylaw definition of “QUORUM”:  
 
Current bylaw definition: (as found in section 7 of the Children of St. Martha Elementary School 
Operating Procedures) 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed new bylaw definition:  
 

7. QUORUM 
a. Quorum will be attained when the majority of voting Members present at any School 

Council meeting are Parents as defined in 1C above, and the Principal or designate is 
present. 

 

8. QUORUM 
b. Quorum will be attained when the majority of voting Members present at any School 

Council meeting are Parents as defined in 1C above, or the minimum of three school council 
elected executive are present, and the Principal or designate is also present. 

 

https://p10cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20670192/File/Board%20&%20Administration/Board%20of%20Trustees/Board%20Meetings/2021%202022/Briefs/06%20-%20February%20Board%20Brief%202022.pdf


 
 
 
 
Motion by Jennifer O’Neill to accept the new proposed definition of QUORUM into the 
Children of St. Martha Elementary School Council bylaws. Seconded by Jessica Herbst. Carried.  
 
 
b. Approval of previous meeting minutes for November 2021 and January 2022 
Motion by Jennifer O’Neill to approve, without change, the previous meeting minutes for 
November 2021 and January 2022. Seconded by Jessica Herbst. Carried.  
 
c. School Council Engagement Fund - $500 available to CSM School Council to be used by June 
2022, brainstorm on activity.  
 
c. Fundraising for Spring 2022 and survey for fundraising preferences for 2022-2023 school year 
Survey to be provided at next Parent Teacher Interview evenings.  
 
d. Hot Lunch Program 
Will discuss in fall restart of hot lunch program if enough volunteers are available. To be 
discussed and addressed in the fall with potential start in October.  
 
e. Board of Trustee/School Council Chair Meeting Brief: March 7, 2022 
 
f. Alberta School Council Association 2022 Conference and AGM: virtually April 22-24, 2022 
4 Chairs from the Holy Spirit division will attend. All chairs can attend the AGM. Lindsay will look 
at attending AGM.  
 
g. Congratulations to Mrs. Joanne Collier, on behalf of School Council, on your appointment as 
Learning Coach, Holy Spirit Catholic Schools 
 

5. Adjourn – May 18th will be a family evening in lieu of school council meeting. Next meeting will 

be June 15th, 2022.  

 

  



Appendix A – March 2022 Principal’s Report provided by Mrs. Shannon Collier 

Thank you: 

Thank you to The Knights of Columbus for preparing pancakes for our entire school on Shrove Tuesday.  

Thank you to Deacon Michael for leading Ash Wednesday Liturgy in our gymnasium.   

Thank you to School Council for setting up this years’ Read-a-thon. We are grateful for this wonderful 

opportunity. Students and staff were excited to travel the world on this reading journey.   

Congratulations:  Mrs. Joanne Collier, Learning Coach, Holy Spirit Catholic School Division 
Our Children of St. Martha Family would like to congratulate Mrs. Joanne Collier on her upcoming role 
as Learning Coach for Holy Spirit Catholic School Division this fall. Mrs. Collier has been a blessing for our 
school community, as our grade 6 teacher, for 9 years. We are excited about her upcoming role within 
the division and would like to wish her many blessings as she continues to share her numerous gifts and 
talents throughout the division.   
 
Assurance Survey:  
Teachers have been given their random-access codes. Students in grade 4-6 took the survey over the 
past few weeks. Parents of grade 4-6 students received the survey directly from the Government at the 
start of March. The survey will close on March 25th, 2022.  We will be sending out a reminder to parents 
through school messenger regarding the survey this week and next week.  
 
In Response to COVID-19: 

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division / Division / In Response to COVID-19 

On February 26, 2022, the Government announced that, effective March 1, 2022 Alberta would be 
proceeding to stage 2 in its plans to lift health restrictions relating to COVID-19. 
This step includes the end of limits on social gatherings, capacity limits for large venues, remaining 
school requirements, screening of youth for activities, the mandatory work-from-home order and public 
masking requirements except in high-risk settings (AHS facilities, continuing care centres, and on public 
transit). The third and final stage of the Government of Alberta’s plan is dependent on hospitalization 
rates continuing to trend downwards. 
In response to these new measures, the division has updated the Guidelines for Maintaining Safe & 
Healthy Schools in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 
Upcoming events:  
 

• Report Cards issued: Friday, March 25th, 2022  

• Beauty and the Beast Field Trip: grade 1-6 students will attend St. Francis Junior High Musical 
Production on Wednesday, March 30th, 2022.  

• Parent/Teacher Interviews: Wednesday, March 30th & Thursday, March 31st, 2022, 5:00-7:00pm  

• Lenten Liturgies:  3rd Week (March 23): 2SP/4B - 9:30 am; 4th Week (March 30): 1M - 10:15 am; 
5th Week (April 6): Cormican - 10:45 am; Lenten Mass (April 14) 

• Easter Break:  Friday, April 15th - Sunday, April 24th, 2022 

• Division Board Meetings: March 23rd & April 27th, 2022 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Appendix B – March 2022 Teacher Report provided by Mrs. Joanne Collier 

 

1. Read a thon - Thank you to the School Council for organizing this event.  Students and teachers are having 

a lot of fun on their “around the world” reading journey and are always curious (and maybe a bit 

competitive) to find out where everyone is at the end of each day.  It’s great to see students excited about 

reading while at the same time raising money for our school. 

 

2. Ash Wednesday and Lenten Liturgies - Deacon Michael led a beautiful Ash Wednesday service in the 

school gym with grades 4, 5 and 6 students attending in person with other grades joining virtually.  He 

spoke in a relatable way to the students and Mrs. Wilson’s class did a good job leading the service.  Now 

we are into weekly Lenten liturgies with different classes leading each week.  Last week, the entire school 

met in the gym for the first time in two years.  We marked the first week of Lent in scripture, prayer, and 

song, led by Grade 6C and it was beautiful.  In addition to weekly liturgies, teachers are incorporating Lent 

activities into classrooms. 

 

3. SWATCA - Teachers’ Convention took place on February 24 and 25 and was once again held online.  The 

agenda of sessions was excellent, and teachers came away inspired with many ideas and refreshed 

thinking for our classrooms.  Of special note were the many sessions dedicated to staff and student 

wellness, which was an important recognition of the need for support in this area after the past two 

years. 

 

4. Report Cards and Parent Teacher interviews - Teachers are looking forward to welcoming parents and 

families into the school for parent-teacher interviews on March 30 and 31.  It has been a long time since 

we’ve been able to meet in person and we have missed this important connection. 

 

5. Gr. 6 Orientation at FLVT - Looking ahead to next year, our Grade 6 students are starting their transition 

to junior high school with a field trip to FLVT for Gr. 7 Orientation on the morning of March 23. 

 

6. Field Trip to “Beauty and the Beast” SFJHS - This is planned for March 30 and is going to be an excellent 

experience for Div II students. 

 

7. There have been lots of changes in routines with the lifting and shifting of Covid protocols and students 

have been handling these changes and challenges very well.  Thank you to families for supporting us as we 

continue to navigate our way. 

 

As always, a special thank you to all School Council members for all the things you do for us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanne Collier 

Teacher Rep 

 

 

  



Appendix C – 2021/2022 CSM School Council Financial Statements 

 


